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2008 was a busy and productive year for the IFPA. 
Our medical and pregnancy counselling services 
were much in demand. We provided contraceptive, 
sexual health and crisis pregnancy services to 
over 27,500 clients. Sadly, a substantial increase 
in demand for services among medical card 
clients combined with insufficient funding from 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) forced the 
IFPA to suspend medical card services for a period 
in 2008. The episode echoed a similar occurrence 
in the mid 1980s, when the IFPA saw an increasing 
number of women with medical cards who could 
not afford to pay for family planning services. Fast 
forward to 2008 and it is clear that family planning 
for women in lower socio-economic groups is still 
not a priority for the Irish Government. 

On a positive note, the IFPA ran another highly 
successful European Cervical Cancer Prevention 
Week in January. In September the long-awaited 
and much overdue national cervical screening 
programme, CervicalCheck, was introduced. 
As a registered smear taker the IFPA played a 
key role in the delivery of this vital programme. 
A national cervical screening programme has 
been a long standing policy priority for the IFPA. 
Indeed the roll out of CervicalCheck in 2008 came 
15 years after the IFPA made a submission to the 
Department of Health & Children about the need 
for such a screening programme. The Government’s 
decision to scrap plans for an accompanying 
national cervical cancer vaccine programme due to 
budgetary constraints is regarded by the IFPA as a 

massive missed opportunity. The IFPA advocates 
for a reinstatement of the full vaccination 
programme for girls age 12 including a full 
catch up programme for girls aged 13 to 15. 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) was a key 
advocacy issue for the IFPA in 2008. The IFPA 
produced the National Action Plan to Address 
Female Genital Mutilation in consultation with 
partner organisations. This landmark document is 
effectively a blueprint setting out how to address 
FGM in Ireland and in Irish development policies. 
2008 was another busy year for our counselling 
services and we continued to witness the negative 
impact of Ireland’s effective ban on abortion on 
women’s health and wellbeing. Our Training & 
Education Department launched the Speakeasy 
programme, an initiative which provides parents 
with the information and skills to talk to their 
children about relationships and sexuality. 
The IFPA hosted a conference focusing on the 
reproductive and sexual needs of the drug using 
community – a first for Ireland. Following on 
from the success of 2007, the IFPA also hosted 
the second Young Decision Makers Conference. 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
say thanks to all our current and former staff, 
board members, funders, supporters and clients. 
We look forward to working with you all in 2009. 

Niall Behan   
chief executive officer

Maeve O’Sullivan 
ifpa chairperson   

Introduction
IFPA Annual Report for 2008

Since its foundation in 1969, the Irish Family Planning Association (IFPA) has been 
deeply committed to promoting reproductive and sexual health and choice.
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 the ifpa, its members, affiliates and supporters:

Promote and protect individual basic human rights in reproductive  » and sexual health, 
relationships and sexuality.

Promote and defend the right of all persons, including young people, to decide freely the  » number 
and spacing of their children (if any), so that every child is a wanted child. 

Are committed to obtaining equal rights for women and young people, and to their empowerment  »
in obtaining full participation in, and benefit from, social, political and economic development. 

Are committed to working in alliance with all those who share our aims, and in  » co-operation with 
interested government and non-governmental bodies.

Board of Directors

Maeve O’Sullivan – Chairperson   Louise Caffery (Appointed September 2008)
Anthea McTiernan   Sonya Donnelly (Appointed September 2008)
Helen Cornelissen  Eoin Farrelly (Resigned September 2008) 
Louise Tierney   Juliet Bressan (Resigned September 2008) 
Karen Ciesielski (Appointed September 2008) Tanya Ward (Resigned September 2008)
Kevin Baneham (Appointed September 2008)

Staff

In 2008 the IFPA had a staff complement of 60 people. We welcomed new staff members and said 
goodbye to others. The heads of our main departments were: 

Niall Behan    Chief Executive   
Caitriona Henchion    Medical Director   
Rosie Toner    Director of Counselling 
Ben Howe     Financial Controller   
Annette Smith    Clinic Manager, Tallaght
Deirdre Jones    Clinic Manager, Cathal Brugha Street
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About IFPA Mission Statement
  

The IFPA was established in 1969 by seven volunteers driven by a desire to make family planning 
services and information available to everyone. Since then the IFPA has been to the fore in setting the 
agenda for sexual and reproductive health and rights. Today the IFPA is a national voluntary organisation 
and registered charity, which offers a comprehensive range of services designed to promote sexual health 
and support reproductive choice. 

The IFPA provides medical services from its clinics in Dublin city centre and Tallaght as well as crisis 
pregnancy and counselling services at 11 centres nationwide. The IFPA delivers family planning courses 
to doctors and nurses and also provides education and training on reproductive health issues to a variety 
of groups including service providers, young people, parents and community groups. All of these services 
are offered on a not-for-profit basis. 

With our track record in providing high quality medical and contraception services, crisis pregnancy 
counselling and education, IFPA is a respected authority on sexuality and health and is regularly called 
upon to contribute expert opinion and advice. IFPA works with partner organisations and civil society 
to raise awareness of the importance of sexual and reproductive health at home and all over the world. 

Vision

At the IFPA we envisage an Irish society where 
all people can enjoy a fulfilling sex life and 
can make informed choices in their sexual and 
reproductive lives; where there is full access to 
high quality information, education and health 
services regarding sex, sexuality, conception, 
contraception, safe abortion and sexually 
transmitted infections.

SEXUALITY, INFORMATION
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH & RIGHTS
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IFPA’s Emergency Contraception Survey

The IFPA believes there is no medical reason 
why the emergency contraceptive pill should not 
be available over-the-counter in pharmacies in 
Ireland without age restrictions. New research 
undertaken by the IFPA sheds light on the length 
of time taken to access ECP, the age profile of 
women requesting the emergency contraceptive 
pill and the reasons and frequency of use. 

The survey analyses all new clients who presented 
to IFPA’s Cathal Brugha Street Clinic for emergency 
contraceptive services in 2008, representing 1,351 
women in total. It did not include pre-existing 
clients who requested emergency contraception 
services in that time or clients presenting for 
other services

Nearly half of all women (46%) surveyed 
presented for emergency contraception  
more than 24 hours after under-protected sex.  
Given that ECP is more effective the earlier it  
is taken, this delay in accessing ECP reinforces  
the case for improving access.

Time taken to access the emergency 
contraceptive pill:

»  54% of women presented for emergency 
contraception services within 24 hours of 
under-protected sex.

»  35% of women presented for emergency 
contraception services between 24 and 48 
hours after under-protected sex. 

»  11% presented for emergency contraception 
services 48 hours or more after under-
protected sexual intercourse.  

 

In 2008 the IFPA provided over 26,000 sexual 
andreproductive health consultations at our clinics 
at The Square, Tallaght and Cathal Brugha Street, 
Dublin 1. IFPA clinics offer a comprehensive range 
of health services including contraceptive advice; 
cervical screening; infertility, menopause and 
menstrual health advice; psychosexual therapy 
and comprehensive STI screening services. 

Key Points in 2008: 

»  The most significant development in 2008  
was the roll out of the national cervical  
cancer screening programme, CervicalCheck  
in September. As a registered smear taker  
IFPA played a key role in the programme  
and in the final months of 2008 1,108  
women were screened at IFPA clinics. 

»  An increase in demand for services among 
medical card clients combined with insufficient 
funding from HSE forced the IFPA to suspend 
medical card services for a period. 

»  IFPA was forced to suspend the provision  
of services to medical card clients at its  
main Dublin clinic due to a lack of funding  
from the HSE resulting in a noticeable 
reduction in attendances at the clinic. 

» 932 people attended our clinics for STI  
 screenings. 

 
 

We provided the following services for women with 
medical cards: women’s health checks, advice and 
therapies, including breast examination, cervical 
smear testing, sexually transmitted infection 
screening, rubella testing, periods, menopause  
and safer sex advice, contraception services and 
free pregnancy testing.

Medical Training

In 2008 there was continued demand for the 
IFPA’s Family Planning Courses, which have 
been running since 1977.  Over 150 doctors and 
nurses took part in these post-graduate education 
programmes during the year. The courses are 
run over two days taking place in February and 
September. These education programmes are 
certified by the Joint Committee of Family Planning 
and have An Bord Altranais Category 1 approval. 
They comprise two days of theoretical training  
and six sessions of practical training.   
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The emergency contraceptive pill (ECP) is a very safe and responsible method of preventing pregnancy 
when regular contraception has failed, no contraception was used or in the case of sexual assault.  
ECP is made out of the same hormones as regular contraception and works in a similar way.  
There are no serious side effects associated with it and no absolute contra-indications. 

Medical Services

11%
49-72+ Hours

35%
24-48 Hours

54%
Under 24 Hours
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IFPA’s counselling service is non-directive; it 
respects women’s autonomy and the right of 
every woman to choose for herself how to deal 
with her situation. Also in September there was 
significant media focus on the news that the IFPA 
to suspend medical card services for a period 
because of insufficient funding from HSE. In 2008 
IFPA’s counselling services provided support to 

1,163 clients. This service is free and is funded by 
the Crisis Pregnancy Agency. IFPA also provides 
post-abortion support and medical consultations. 
2008 was another busy year for IFPA’s advice 
and information service with a total of 4,558 
calls made to our national pregnancy helpline 
(1850 49 50 51). 

Key Points in 2008:

»   Establishment of a new counselling service  
in Gorey, Co Wexford in May.

»  Provision of counselling support to three 
women challenging Ireland’s ban on abortion 
at the European Court of Human Rights. 

»   Monitoring activity of rogue crisis 
pregnancy agencies.

»  Monitoring travel and access to legal  
abortion services in Holland and Spain.

»  Monitoring travel and visa restrictions for 
women born outside Ireland seeking legal 
abortion services abroad.

»  Highlighting the issue of foetal abnormality 
diagnosis and care.

»  Improving access to ultrasound and  
medical diagnostics. 

The IFPA is sought out by many media outlets  

Age Profile:

»  Over half of all women requesting the 
emergency contraceptive pill were aged  
22 or older (52%).

»  Four out of 10 (40%) clients were aged 
between 17 and 21. 

»  8% were under the age of 17.

»  Almost one quarter (24%) were aged  
between 22 and 25 years of age.

»  13% were aged between 26 and 29.

»  12% were aged between 30 and 39 years  
 of age and a further 3% women were aged  
 between 40 and 50. 

Reason for Use:

»  71% of women requesting the emergency 
contraceptive pill said it was because no 
contraception was used. 

»  17% said it was because of condom failure. 

»  10% reported pill failure. Forgotten pill was 
the most common reason given for pill failure 
(53%). Antibiotic use was the second most 
common cause of pill failure (9%). 

Frequency of Use from Jan 2008 to August 2009

»  The vast majority (86%) of women were 
prescribed ECP only once in this time in  
the last 20 months. 

»   11% of women were prescribed ECP twice  
in this time in the last 20 months.  

»  2% were prescribed ECP three times and  
a further 1% were prescribed ECP on four  
or more occasions in the last 20 months.

Other findings:

»  Most women (82%) requesting ECP had no 
previous pregnancies. 6% had experienced  
one pregnancy and a further 2.66% had  
been pregnant on two occasions. 

»   1.48% of women did not require ECP. 
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8% Under 17
40% Aged 17-21
24% Aged 22-25
13% Aged 26-29
12% Aged 30-39
3% Aged 40-50

Counselling Services

The IFPA provides crisis pregnancy counselling services at 11 centres throughout Ireland. These are 
located in Cork, Tallaght, Dublin city centre, Dundalk, Galway, Gorey, Letterkenny, Limerick, Monaghan, 
Sligo and Waterford. The IFPA’s counselling service provides a safe and completely confidential space for 
anyone who wishes to explore their feelings around their unplanned pregnancy or a wanted pregnancy 
that has developed into a crisis pregnancy due to changes in circumstances. 

* Note: this sample group only represents 
new clients from January 2008. Results which 
include the full cohort of clients might give 
different results. Research on pre-existing 
clients seeking emergency contraception is 
underway.
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to serve as a respected source for information  
on sexuality and health. We work with the  
media by providing briefings and support as  
well as issuing statements on issues which  
relate to our strategic goals. 

Much of our press work in the early part of 
the year centred on European Cervical Cancer 
Prevention Week. The Government’s decision  
to reduce the VAT on condoms from 21% to 13.5% 
was also well covered in the media. This reduction 
followed significant advocacy work by the IFPA 
with support from other groups. Confirmation that 
a legal case challenging Ireland’s ban on abortion 
was accepted for consideration by the European 
Court of Human Rights also generated much 
media coverage. 

The IFPA teamed up with Bayer-Schering again in 
2008 for World Contraception Day on September 
26th. The theme was “Your Life, Your Body, Your 
Choice”. Also in September there was significant 
media focus on the news that the IFPA had to 
suspend services to medical card clients at its 
Cathal Brugha Street Clinic because of lack 
of funding from the HSE. The Government’s 
decision to withdraw the HPV vaccine dominated 
headlines in November. IFPA undertook 
significant media and political advocacy work 
around this issue generating substantial public 
support for the reinstatement of the vaccine. 
Other events which generated substantial 
media coverage include the launch of the FGM 
Action Plan and the publication of the WiSE UP 
evaluation report and the SWOP report.
An ongoing priority for the IFPA is to raise 

awareness of the importance of sexual and 
reproductive health at home and abroad.  
We work with partner organisations to develop  
a stronger commitment to and support for sexual 
and reproductive health and rights at a national 
and international level. We advocate for increased 
access to reproductive health services and seek 
to address any barriers to service related to 
age, disability, sexual orientation, nationality, 
language, culture, geography and gender. Our 
work seeks to promote a positive, healthy and 
responsible concept of sexuality and to advance 
a human rights based approach to all aspects of 
sexual and reproductive health and rights. At a 
national level the IFPA is an active member of 
Dóchas, the Irish association of non-governmental 
development organisations and in 2008 we were 
active on the group’s HIV/AIDS working group. 
During 2008 the IFPA co-ordinated the national 
steering committee on addressing FGM. This 
culminated in the publication of Ireland’s National 
Plan of Action to Address FGM in November (see 
Key Projects section for more information). 

IFPA also continued to act as the secretariat for 
the Irish All-Party Interest Group on Sexual and 
Reproductive Rights, Health, Population and 
Development. We work hard to keep sexual and 
reproductive health and rights and development 
aid on the national agenda. In 2008 the All Party 
Group had a busy programme of briefings and 
events throughout the political year including a 
seminar entitled “Population, Reproductive Health, 
Environment and the Millennium Development 
Goals” in June. John Skibiak, Director of the 
Reproductive Health Supplies Coalition, and 
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Richard Ottaway, former chairman of the UK All 
Party Group for Population, Development and 
Reproductive Health spoke at the event. The event 
was well attended by senators and TDs, including 
two former ministers for overseas development 
aid. Internationally, the IFPA is a member is the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation 
(IPPF) and has “collaboration NGO” status with 
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 
We are also members of the European Cervical 
Cancer Association, EuroNGOs, the coalition 
of European non-governmental organisations 
working in the field of sexual and reproductive 
health and a collaborating partner in the 
Countdown 2015 project which aims to increase 
donor support for reproductive health supplies.

Other Achievements in 2008:

»  As a collaborating partner with UNFPA, the IFPA 
organised the launch of the 2008 State of World 
Population Report (see Key Events for more 
information).

»  IFPA delivered a lecture on family planning 
policies to students on the MSc in Global  
Health programme in Trinity College Dublin.

»  IFPA attended EuroNGO’s AGM and annual 
conference. Climate change, population and 
sexual and reproductive health and rights  
were the focus of the event.

»  IFPA attended a reproductive health in 
emergencies conference in Uganda organised  
by RAISE.

»  We worked with Women’s Human Rights 
Alliance towards the production of a shadow 
report on women’s right to health in Ireland  
for the UN Committee on Economic Social  
and Cultural Rights.

Media Work Advocacy

Her Excellency Mannete Ramairi, Lesothoan Ambassador; Maeve 
O’Sullivan, IFPA Chairperson; Sean Hand, Director of Human 
Resources, UNFPA; Her Excellency Priscilla Jana, South African 
Ambassador; Senator Fiona O’Malley, Chairperson of the All Party 
Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health, Rights, Population & 
Development; Her Excellency Kemafo Nonyerem Chikwe, Nigerian 
Ambassador; and Mr Raja A Nazrin, Malaysian Ambassador.
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The IFPA’s Speakeasy programme was launched 
in 2008. Aimed at parents, grandparents and 
caregivers the eight-week programme is 
designed to provide parents with information, 
skills and confidence in talking to their children 
about relationships and sexuality.

An evaluation of the programme was launched 
in November. It documented how participants 
reported increased confidence and knowledge 
about sex and relationships, in particular in 
the area of sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs), contraception and the language used 
by young people around sexual activity. The 
report also found that the programme had 
the added benefit of improving participant’s 
awareness of their own sexual and reproductive 
health. The highly interactive programme has 
proved particularly successful at reaching out to 
groups who normally would not have access to 
parenting training. An evaluation report of the 
WiSE UP programme was launched by Minister 
for Finance Brian Lenihan in June. The WiSE UP 
(Women in Sexuality Education) programme 
was designed by the IFPA for women living and 
working in communities experiencing social 
exclusion. From 2005 to 2007 the 20-week WiSE 
UP programme was delivered to 58 women in 
six RAPID areas as well as to women in Pavee 
Point. The event generated significant media 
coverage. 

WiSE UP Report Key Points

»  Participants reported increased confidence in 
discussing sex and sexuality comfortably, 
openly, and informatively with partners, 
children, other family members and friends.

»  Participants reported increased confidence in 
speaking in public.

»  The report recommended the roll out of WiSE 
UP to other RAPID areas.

The IFPA’s comprehensive range of sexual health 
resources continued to be in demand in 2008. 
Our contraceptive display kit for sex education 
trainers and medical professionals was again 
supported by a range of pharmaceutical 
companies who donated samples of contra-
ceptive methods. The kit also includes a condom 
demonstrator and home pregnancy test as well 
as a range of leaflets and guides.  All resources 
can be ordered through the IFPA — 01 8069444

The IFPA promotes the right of all adolescents 
and young people to sexuality education, 
information and dedicated, confidential and 
affordable sexual healthcare service. We also 
promote the right of adolescents and young 
people to make informed choices and decisions 
regarding their sexual and reproductive health. 
In 2008 we continued to provide services and 
expert advice to young people. We were also 
called upon to give our expert opinion to the Joint 
Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on 
Children (see Submissions section). In addition 
the IFPA ran a number of youth-orientated 
programmes and initiatives in 2008. Following 
on from the success of 2007, IFPA hosted another 
Young Decision Makers Conference in 2008 (see 
Key Events for more information).

The IFPA’s Dance4life programme had another 
successful year. The HIV/AIDS sexual awareness 
programme was offered free of charge to schools 
around Ireland. IFPA brought the programme 

to Ireland in 2006 on a pilot basis. In 2008 the 
programme was delivered to transition year 
students in eight schools and to two youth groups 
and reached 369 young people directly. The IFPA 
formed strong links with a sister Dance4Life 
project in Zambia. Young people involved in 
the programme reported that they enjoyed the 
informal approach of the programme and really 
engaged with the subject matter. 

In September IFPA organised a trip for six young 
people from the Union of Students of Ireland, 
Choice Ireland and Cork Women’s Right to Choose 
to attend a conference on abortion rights in 
France. Hosted by the French Family Planning 
Association and the IPPF the conference was held 
during the French Presidency of the EU and was 
entitled “The Right to Abortion: What is at stake 
for women in Europe?” and was attended by 
delegates from all over the EU. 

Dance4Life Participants

IFPA’s contraception display kit for sex educationtrainers and 
medical professionals 

Educational and Training Department Youth Initiatives
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The IFPA has earned a reputation as an expert 
voice in the area of reproductive and sexual 
health thanks to its excellent track record in 
providing high quality medical, contraception 
and crisis pregnancy services. In 2008, the 
IFPA was called upon to make a submission 
to the National Office for the Prevention of 
Domestic, Sexual and Gender - based Violence 
on the development of its national strategy. IFPA 
recommended the inclusion of FGM in the strategy. 
The integration of domestic violence and family 
planning services and research into domestic and 
gender-based violence was also recommended. 

In a submission to the Joint Committee on 
the Constitutional Amendment on Children 
IFPA highlighted the noticeable gap in 
constitutional protection for the independent 
rights of the child and stated that it does not 
support the criminalisation of consensual 
sexual activity between minors.

In June the IFPA made a submission to the 
Human Rights Commission in relation to the 
Third Periodic Report of Ireland under the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). The commission was told that 
the Irish Government’s continued disregard for 
international human rights norms in its abortion 
policies has resulted in Irish women continuing 
to have a higher percentage of later abortions, 
receiving less pre-abortion and follow-up 
medical care, and suffering from the stigma 
created by the criminalisation of abortion. IFPA 
called for greater access to abortion services for 
all women within the State, particularly when 
a woman’s health and well being is at risk. 

Other Key Submissions: 

»  In April IFPA presented a report to 
the Oireachtas Health Committee 
on the need for a national screening 
programme for cervical cancer.

»  Submission to Irish Aid through Dochas  
on humanitarian policy highlighting need for 
improved gender analysis, the importance 
of reproductive health supplies and sexual 
and reproductive needs of adolescents.

»  IFPA was consulted by the Equality 
Authority for a background paper on 
stereotyping. IFPA contributions on images 
of women seeking abortion and the impact 
of gender stereotyping on sexual health 
were given priority in the publication.
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FGM

On November 25 2008, to coincide with 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women, Ireland was one of 15 European 
countries to launch action plans to address 
female genital mutilation (FGM) in their respective 
countries. This event was the culmination of years 
of hard work at the IFPA. 
 
IFPA was asked to develop a national plan to 
address FGM in Ireland by the EuroNet FGM 
Association as part of a 15-country project.
To achieve this the IFPA brought together 17 
diverse organisations to form a steering committee 
and produced this landmark plan of action. 
The document stressed the need for an inter-
agency approach to address FGM in Ireland and 
set out three fundamental goals - prevention of 
the practice of FGM in Ireland, provision of quality 
health care and support for women and girls who 
have undergone FGM and contribution to the 
worldwide campaign to end FGM. 

The action plan called for: 

»  The establishment of an inter-departmental 
working group to monitor and evaluate the 
progress of the Plan of Action.

»  The enactment of legislation to specifically 
prohibit FGM in Ireland.

»  Recognition that the harmful consequences of 
FGM are being experienced here in Ireland.

Salome Mbugua, AkiDwA, & Ifrah Ahmed, Somali Community in 

Ireland, at the launch of the action plan

74 people attended the launch, which was held in 
the Irish Aid Centre on Dublin’s O’Connell Street in 
November.

Drugs Conference and report

IFPA organised a two-day conference entitled 
“Drug Use: A Reproductive and Sexual Health 
Perspective” in Dundalk in April. The first 
conference of its kind in Ireland, the event sought 
to provide information to medical, nursing and 
all other professionals working directly and 
indirectly with the drug using community about 
the management of reproductive and sexual 
health issues. The conference formed part of 
a larger project comprising two training courses 
focusing on the reproductive and sexual health of 
the drug using community for counsellors, youth 
workers and other professionals working in the 
drugs sector.

Submissions Key Projects
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YDM

In July the IFPA hosted the second Young 
Decision Makers Conference. The conference 
aimed to get young people to come together to 
talk about important issues relating to sexual 
health. Topics covered included access to 
sexual health services, information on sexual 
and reproductive issues and their right to 
confidentiality. The event was attended by 80 
people from a range of youth work organisations 

from around the country. Doortje Braeken, the 
Senior Adviser Adolescents/Young people at 
International Planned Parenthood Federation 
made a presentation at the conference. Monica 
Mohjam gave a talk on child marriage and FGM. 
The conference was opened by Senator Deirdre 
de Burca and was attended by Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs Barry Andrews.

SWOP

In 2008 IFPA co-ordinated the Irish launch of 
UNFPA’s State of the World Population Report. 
This year’s report was entitled ‘Common Ground: 
Culture, Gender and Human Rights’ and was 
launched on November 12th. 

The report focuses on how culture impacts on 
population trends and how culturally sensitive 
approaches are essential in promoting sexual 
and reproductive health. If more culturally 
sensitive approaches are adopted in development 
work, practices such as child marriage and female 
genital mutilation can be ended, the report stated. 
Sean Hand from UNFPA headquarters in New York 
presented the report and Senator Fiona O’Malley 
officiated at the event, which was well attended 
by ambassadors, politicians, Irish Aid staff, 
development NGOs and members of the media. 

European Cervical Cancer 
Prevention Week

Irish European Cervical Cancer Prevention 
Week (ECCPW) took place from the 20th to 26th 
January 2008. ECCPW proved a huge success. 
The key achievements included substantial media 
coverage, a 100 per cent increase in appointments 
for cervical cancer screenings in IFPA clinics, 
significant interest from politicians and an invite 
to make a presentation to the Oireachtas Health 
Committee on cervical cancer. The IFPA attended 
the ECCPW summit meeting in Brussels during the 
week. The week was followed up by a 
cervical cancer seminar and the distribution of 
multilingual educational leaflets.
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Key Events

Pictured at the launch of European Cervical Cancer Prevention Week are Margaret Conlon, TD; Karen Griffin, IFPA; Joanna Tuffy, TD and 
Catherine Byrne, TD.
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Financial Report 
Income And Expenditure Account For The  Year  Ended 31 December 2008
for year ended 31st december 2008

Continuing Operations	   2008 2007

Income   2,812,753 2,876,291
Administrative expenses   (2,789,272) (2,864,347)
 
Operating Surplus for year  23,481 11,944
 
Interest payable and similar charges  (28,509) (27,747)
 
Surplus /(Deficit) for the financial year  (5,028) (15,803)

no statement of recognised gains and losses has been prepared  as there were no gains or losses other 
than those shown above.

Balance Sheet 
as at 31st december 2008
  	 	 2008 2007

fixed assets
Tangible assets  517,422 534,343

current assets
Stocks  28,774 42,622
Debtors  97,499 83,119
Cash at bank and in hand  184,962 132,305
 
    311,235 258,046
 
creditors: amounts falling due within one year   (473,444) (417,123)
 
Net Current Liabilities  (162,209) (159,077)
 
Total Assets Less Current Liabilities  355,213 375,266
creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year   (175,056) (183,896)
Capital Grants  (55,004) (61,189)
 
    125,153 130,181

capital & reserves accumulated fund   125,153 130,181
 
    125,153 130,181

on behalf of the board: maeve o’sullivan chairperson niall behan director

Key Partners

»  AkiDwA 
»  Catholics for Choice
»  Centro de Investigacion, Educacion y Servicios, Bolivia
»  Countdown 2015
»  Dóchas
»  EuroNGOs
»  European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development (EPF)
»  International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
»  IPAS
»  Women’s Human Rights Alliance 
»  Sexual Health Centre, Cork
»  St James’s GUIDE Clinic
»  United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

Key Funders
»  Crisis Pregnancy Agency
»  Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform
»  Health Service Executive
»  Summit Foundation
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